
16 Foundational Events of U.S. History

Year Event/Link Description
1680-1865 Slavery in the U.S.- A Moral Failure and a Cornerstone of Unjust By 1680, the British economy improved and more jobs became available in 
1775-1783 The American Revolutionary War- A fight against lack of representation The American Revolutionary War (1775–1783), also known as the American 
1789 The Constitution of the United States We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 
1791 The United States Bill of Rights The United States Bill of Rights comprises the first ten amendments to the 
1861-1865 The American Civil War The American Civil War (also known by other names) was a civil war in 
1914 The Clayton Antitrust Act The Clayton Antitrust Act is a piece of legislation passed by the U.S. Congress 
1917-1918 The United States enters World War 1 When World War I broke out across Europe in 1914, President Woodrow 
1927 The Radio Act of 1927 According to The Radio Act (1927) limited broadcasting to licensed 
1929-1941 The Great Depression in the United States and The New Deal Great Depression in the United States. The Great Depression began 
1934 The Communications Act of 1934:  Creation of the FCC The Communications Act of 1934 created a powerful entity to monitor the 
1936 The Robinson Patman Act The Robinson–Patman Act of 1936 is a United States federal law that prohibits 
1941-1945 The Allied Victory in World War II and the Establishment of American The allied victory in World War II seemed to confirm beyond doubt for 
1944 The Servicemen's Readjust Act:  The GI Bill  Signed into effect by President Franklin Roosevelt on June 22, 1944 — just 
1949 The FCC Fairness Doctrine for Public Media The fairness doctrine of the United States Federal Communications 
1950 The Celler Kefauver Act-An Anti Merger Act Celler–Kefauver Act is a United States federal law passed in 1950 that 
1950-1953 U.S. Involvement in the Korean War U.S. Involvement in the Korean War. On June 24, 1950, the North Koreans 

20for2020.us Page 1
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